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Chapter 5:

Enlisting Help From Experts

Many aspects of wetland conservation will require assistance from technical experts. Some of this assistance may
be provided free by government agencies. You also can look for volunteer help from local environmental
organizations, colleges and universities, and private contractors.

Following is a list of some of the types of experts that you may need to work with in order to measure the
wetland’s functions and values, and monitor these over time.

Biologist - There are many specific kinds of biologists, and you may need the services of several different ones,
depending on your situation. In general, biologists can help you identify the wildlife species (mammals, birds,
fish, amphibians) that use the wetland. State and federal natural resources agencies are probably the best source
for biologists. A local Audubon chapter or birding club might be a good source for bird identification, and envi-
ronmental consulting firms and universities should be able to provide the other expertise.

Botanist - A botanist is critical for identifying the plants and plant communities that occur in the wetland,
especially if there are threatened or endangered species present. Botanists can be found in state and federal
natural resources agencies, universities, environmental consulting firms, and garden clubs. The Indiana Native

Plant and Wildflower Society (INPAWS) may also know of botanists in your area. Contact INPAWS at 3134 North
Greenbriar Lane, Nashville, IN 47448.

Chemist - A chemist can conduct tests of water quality in the wetland. You should try to have samples taken

periodically to assess the water quality over time. Chemists can be found at universities, water quality agencies,
water treatment plants, and bottled water companies.

Hydrologist - A hydrologist is critical for providing an understanding of the water cycle occurring in your

wetland. Is the wetland fed by surface water only, or does groundwater play a role? Hydrologists can be found at
universities, state and local water resources agencies, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and private
consulting firms.

Soil Scientist - The soil in an area can tell a lot about how the land was used in the past, and how the

wetland is currently functioning. All of Indiana’s soils have been mapped, and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service can provide maps and interpretations of the maps. Soil scientists can be found at the NRCS,
county extension offices, private consulting firms, and universities.

The Limberlost Experience — Getting Help From The Experts
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Help from History

Universities, local libraries, and long-time residents of your area can be invaluable sources of information about
the history of the wetlands in your focus area. Try to learn as much as you can. This knowledge will help you
when you're speaking with local landowners, civic organizations, and school groups. If your wetlands have some
historical significance, it can benefit your efforts tremendously.

The Limberlost Experience — Putting History To Work

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

If you are conducting restorations or other work on the ground, take photographs of your efforts. For instance, if
you are digging trenches to locate subsurface tile, photograph the walls of these trenches. They show the layers of
soil, and these layers can tell you a lot about the history of your wetland, including (possibly) how much soil has
eroded into your wetland. Photograph the animals, plants, and the yearly cycles of your wetland. Be sure to pho-
tograph your restoration work before and after completion. You can't take too many pictures. Experts can help
you interpret the pictures, and they are often very useful in your I & E efforts, as well.
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The Limberlost Experience - Give It The “0ld College Try”
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